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Aays that the affairs of the Nawab could hardly be
than they were at present, because the drain on him was
continual and the sources of his income were lessening
every-day. "The di yidod interest in hia family continued as
great as ovov, notwithstanding tho death of Alahfuz Khan
- which happened some montWago?'. The divided interest
of course jvfora to the hostility between Omdatu'l-CJniara
and Ainirul-Uinara.
Rumbold departed from Madras in April 1780, deli-
vering charge oi! the Government to the Senior Councillor
John Whitehall; and \vithin three months Haidar descended
through tlie pass of Changama at the head of 90,000 men.
An advance party of bis seized Porto Novo, while another
party of the Mysore cavalry raided San Thome and the
neighbourhood, of Madras. For 50 miles round Madras
and for 15 miles round Veil-ore the enemy devastated the
entire country. The British army was assembled at Oon-
jeeyaram under Hector Munro who had directed CoL
Baillie to join him with a force from Guntur. Baillie's
detachment was annihilated by Tipu who intercepted him
at Palur, just as he came near Conjeevaramj and Munro
had to boat a hasty retreat to Madras, being harrassed by
the enemy all the way. Stephen Sulivan, the son of Law-
rence Rulivan, who played a prominent part in the Com-
pany's administration in London, had come out to Madras
about 1778 as Secretary and Persian Translator. He was
now deputed by the Madras Council to go to Calcutta and
ontrcat Warren Hastings for help. Hastings immediate-
ly-sent Sir Eyre Oooto to take the command at Madras and
despatched a force under CoL Pearse to inarch down to the
Carnatic through Ganjam, Along with Coote, Warren
Hastings sent orders for the suspension of Governor
Whitchill for disobedience of his instmctions in failing to
restore Guntur; thereupon Charles Smith, the Senior
Councillor, became provisional Governor.
Coote reached Fort St. George in November 1780, took
the field in January 1781j relieved Wandiwash, and after
several indecisive operations, defeated Haidar in person
decisively at Porto Kovo on the 1st of July, Joined by
Pearse, he again "inflicted a defeat on the enemy -at Balur,
the scene of Baillie's disaster in tHe previous,4&g*ist;fh<e
gained a further victorv at Sholingto, and